
SUSTAINABLE LIVING COMFORT
IN A SMALL SPACE

The clients wanted an affordable, comfortable three-
bedroom home on a small, undeveloped lot behind an old 
cottage in the historic gold mining town of Castlemaine, 
Victoria. KLH Pacific proposed the compact two-storey 
residence to be constructed from factory prefabricated 
cross-laminated timber (KLH® – CLT) with ‘industrial 
visual quality’ finishes throughout – a solution that was 
enthusiastically accepted.

One of the biggest challenges was to ensure that the 
entire house could be transported in a single HQ40 
container in order to maintain cost efficiency. Through 
thoughtful planning and precise detailing, this goal was 
successfully achieved.

The completed house meets Passivhaus performance 
standards and has triple-glazed windows, doors and 
skylights with frames made of European spruce wood, 
clad on the outside with aluminium. It offers a high level 
of living comfort all year round – in a climate that ranges 
from sub-zero winter temperatures to hot summer days 
of over 40°C.

PROJECT INFO
Volume of KLH® – CLT: 365 m² / 39 m³
Stored carbon: 30 tonnes
Regrowth time in Austria: 1 minute
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